When relations of citizenship are regulated, it is very important to assess new actual situations, as well as the latest needs of society and the state and to react to them adequately. It is important that the Law on Citizenship defines which persons are citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, and in what situations a citizen of the Republic of Lithuania may be also a citizen of another state, since citizenship is not only a formal legal category, but it is also always inseparably related with the issues of sovereignty, national identity, political order, and the rights and freedoms of persons. While regulating the citizenship relations from
INTRODUCTION

Globalisation processes prompt
be allowed to be citizens of another state at the same time, it is important to assess all the circumstances which could be significant for the development of the nation, society and the state.
PROHIBITION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP IS A CONSTITUTIONAL
PRINCIPLE
Paragraph 2 of Article 12 of the Constitution provides: -With the exception of individual cases provided for by law, no one may be a citizen of both the Republic of Lithuania and another state at the same time‖. Thus, the Constitution has consolidated the principle of prohibition of dual citizenship; however, this prohibition is not absolute: in individual cases established by the law, a citizen of the Republic of Lithuania may also have citizenship of another state as well.
All states decide issues of dual citizenship by taking into consideration the interests of the nation, society and the state, as well as new needs dictated by the reality. While debating the issue of how many instances of dual citizenship may be allowed in Lithuania under the conditions of the ever increasing integration of states, it is not emotions that should prevail, which is quite often is the case at present, but a rational assessment of the interests of the nation, society and the state. Also, one should not focus solely on an analysis of the present day -topicalities‖ related with emigration, but also on an assessment of the further perspective of a more distant future. It is important to give an answer to several Constitution, wherein it was established that -no one can be a citizen of Lithuania and any other state at the same time‖ (Article 9). The 1928 Constitution also established that -no one can be a citizen of Lithuania and any other state at the same time‖ (Paragraph 1 of Article 10); however, Paragraph 2 of the said article made a reservation: -A Lithuanian citizen, however, shall not lose his citizenship rights after he has become a citizen of any American land if he performs certain duties specified by the law‖. It is noteworthy that the laws did not establish what hand, the constitutional provision that the citizen of Lithuania does not lose Lithuanian citizenship after he acquired citizenship of -any American land‖ was understood in the manner that Lithuanian citizenship is retained only by such person who before acquiring citizenship of -any American land‖ was a Lithuanian citizen. Domestic passports were not allowed to be issued to persons who acquired -citizenship of any American land‖ by birth. 4 The USA institutions regulated the citizenship relations in a different manner in the situations where the persons from Lithuania, after they acquired US citizenship, later used to -return back‖ to Lithuanian citizenship. On 24 August 1926, the American Consular Post applied to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania asking, -in cases where American citizens become Lithuanian citizens, to take the American passports and naturalisation certificates from them and later to send these documents over to the Consular Post‖. The laws did not provide for any other cases (save the specified permission of the Minister of the Interior) where a citizen after acquisition of citizenship of another state was permitted to retain Lithuanian citizenship.
After the independent State of Lithuania was restored in 1990, there was also a prevailing approach that dual citizenship is allowed only in individual cases provided for in the law. The Basic Provisional Law (Provisional Constitution) provided that -as a rule, a citizen of Lithuania may not be a citizen of another state at the same time‖ (Paragraph 2 of Article 13). In the course of drafting the 1992
Constitution one also followed the approach that dual citizenship is allowed only in rare-individual, exceptional-cases which are provided for in laws. This is seen from the concept outline of the Constitution prepared by the working group formed by the 7 November 1990 resolution of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania. In the said draft it was provided that in the course of drafting the Constitution one will adhere to the provision that - The circumstance that the concept outline of the Constitution (on the grounds of which the draft Constitution was prepared) provided that -the Republic of Lithuania shall recognise dual citizenship only in exceptional cases provided for in the
Constitution‖ cannot be ignored in interpreting the legal regulation of dual citizenship established in the Constitution at present, since the said provision shows the intent of drafters of the Constitution. It is generally recognised in the legal academic literature that in the course of interpretation of the content of a legal norm the method of the intent of the legislator is very important as well. 10 It was proposed in the draft Constitution, which, while following the concept outline of the However, the fact that the Constitutional Court has presented the official concept of the provisions of the Constitution does not mean that the existence of a great many concepts of these provisions of the Constitution different from that of the Constitutional Court is not allowed. However, the existence of those -different concepts‖ does not make them obligatory to subjects of law-making and subjects that apply law, which, as mentioned, are not allowed to disregard the official concept of the provisions of the Constitution which was presented by the Constitutional Court. 20 
On the 4 August 2005 petition of the Klaipėda Regional Court requesting to investigate whether Item 89 of the Instructions for Execution of Decisions as confirmed by Order No. 432 "On Confirming the Instructions for Execution of Decisions" of 31 December 2002 issued by the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Lithuania is not in conflict with the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania
THE DILEMMA: AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE 12 OR ITS IGNORANCE?
Article 12 of the Constitution can be amended only by referendum. While amending and supplementing the Constitution, one is not allowed to disregard inter alia the fact of how the amendments of the Constitution will be coordinated with the If the legislator really intended to follow the provision that dual citizenship can be a widespread phenomenon, and this would be the case if alongside the cases indicated in the draft Law on Citizenship one also provided that dual citizenship may be held by the persons who departed from Lithuania after 11 March 1990, it would be necessary to respectively amend the provisions of Article 12 of the Constitution.
As mentioned, it is permitted to do so only by referendum. No matter how the legislative regulation of the relations of citizenship of the Republic of Lithuania will be amended, the provisions of the Constitution, including those which entrench equality of rights of all persons and non-discrimination due to ethnicity, will have to be heeded.
In the course of debating how widely citizens of the Republic of Lithuania could be allowed to be citizens of another state at the same time, it is also necessary to have in view other provisions of the Constitution, inter alia those related with the electoral right. Under the Constitution, the right to elect and be elected to the Seimas, the right to elect and be elected the President of the Republic, as well as the right to participate in referendums belong only to citizens.
If it were decided to amend Article 12 of the Constitution in the manner that dual citizenship would become a widespread phenomenon, would it not be necessary to correct the articles of the Constitution related with the Seimas of the Republic of important to assess all the circumstances which could be significant for the development of the nation, society and the state also in the long-term perspective.
